Little is known about the respective contributions of cell proliferation and cell death to the control of vertebrate forebrain growth. The homeodomain containing gene barhl2 is expressed in the diencephalon of Xenopus, zebrafish, and mouse embryos, and we previously showed that its over-expression in Xenopus neuroepithelial cells induces Caspase3-dependent apoptosis.
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These findings suggested that Barhl2 and Caspase3 might be 
